
From Fr. Melvin:   
 
Blessed greetings!  Having taken up 3 writings on Assisi, Italy, we take our journey 
to Vatican City with more inspiration on faith and spirituality. What I find intri-
guing is seeing something that conveys reflection and a teaching moment about the 
rich source of faith coming from God, through his Son, Jesus Christ, and empow-
ered in wisdom of the Holy Spirit. At St. Peter’s Basilica, I will share about two 
colored prints that I found interesting yet could be overlooked over the vast walk 
within its interior. In fact, one could spend a long reflection over on the right side 
upon entering witnessing the unique work of Michelangelo on the Pieta. But over 
on the left side of the entranceway is where I will share these prints; interestingly, I 
also took photos describing these prints since my memory some three years later is 
not as detailed! Let the journey begin.   
 
In the print above (see back photo #1), we witness here at the Altar of St. Peter, 
known as the “Altar of the Lie.” This print behind the altar is based on the Scrip-
ture passage found in ACTS 5: 1-11 about Ananias and Sapphira concerning prop-
erty, its cost, and retaining part of the cost. According to the description mounted 
by the altar, it said: “Mosaic work representing The Punishment of the Couple Ana-
nias and Sapphira is dated to 1727 from the original painting by Cristoforo Roncal-
li of 1604.  Sapphira fell to the ground before the Apostle (Peter); in the back-
ground two young men carry the dead body of Ananias.”  The Scripture passage 
from MATTHEW 5: 37 highlights the reflection:  “Your talking be yes when it’s 
yes, no when it’s no.”  Not pictured, is the Funerary Monument of Pope Pius VIII.   
 
In the bottom print (see back photo #2), I share a slightly-angled view of the Chap-
el of the Presentation of the Virgin Mary. From the description I read, we see by the 
altar the “gilt bronze urn of 1952 contains the body of Pope St. Pius X (1903-
1914).  It is barely shown to the mid-left side of the photo. As for the print: “a mo-
saic decorative cycle depicting the Presentation of the Virgin Mary at the Temple 
dates 1728, reproduces the original painting by Giovan Francesco Romanelli of 
1642. The Virgin, represented here as a young girl enters the temple accompanied 
by her mother Anne and her father Joachim.” The Scripture passage from LUKE 
1:45 highlights Mary as the chosen one: “Blessed are you, Mary, because you be-
lieved.”  As you can see, the beautiful marble columns simply adorn all that sur-
rounds the mosaic print and altar.     
 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holydays!! 
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